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The Noah S. Lichty Farm is located on the west side of Mason School Road. The farm complex comprises a main 
house, an older house now used as a workshop, a large bank barn, two milkhouses, a chicken coop/brooder house, a 
modern equipment shed, and a modern shop building. 

The house was constructed ca. 1915; the house did not appear on the USGS Oakland 15 minute quadrangle map 
surveyed in 1899 and published in 1908 (USGS 1899, 1908). The house is oriented east with a view over open 
fields towards Backbone Mountain. The narrow front yard has two or three evergreen trees. The two-story house 
occupies a T-shaped ground plan. The house is a gable-front and wing domestic type (McAlester 1990:92) with a 
two-bay by three-bay section and a two-bay by one-bay wing on the north elevation. The house was reported in 
1981 as balloon frame construction and currently is clad with aluminum siding. The original horizontal wood 
siding is visible on the porches. The foundation incorporates sections of stone, poured concrete, and concrete 
block. The intersecting gable roofs are sheathed with standing-seam metal and the eave is encased in metal. A few 
of the original two-over-two-light, wood-frame, double-hung sash windows remain in the building, but most 
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windows are one-over-one-light, double-hung sash thermal units. The main entry is on the east elevation through a 
modern replacement door with a large glass light. A two-bay, shed-roof porch spans the east elevation. The porch 
roof is supported on turned wood columns. A one-bay, shed-roof porch is located on the south elevation. This 
porch has turned wood columns and a wood railing with square balusters. A doorway off the porch contains a two-
panel wood door with two lights. The doorway leads into a one-story shed-roofed, enclosed lean-to that spans the 
south and west elevations of the south section of the building. The basement along the south elevation is concrete 
block and has fixed two-light windows. 

An older one-story building, currently used as a shop, is located southwest of the main house. The shop, reported 
by Mrs. Kauffman as the earliest building on the property, is wood-frame construction and clad with horizontal 
wood siding. The north elevation has four bays, the two center bays are doorways. One doorway contains a two-
panel wood door with two lights. The second doorway contains a four-panel wood door. The windows are 
modern, one-over-one-light, double-hung sash thermal units. A two-bay porch shelters the two doorways. The side 
gable roof is sheathed with standing-seam metal. A lean-to shed spans the west elevation of the shop. 

A massive two-level bank barn, constructed ca. 1910-1915, is located west of the shop. The main portion of the 
barn rests on a poured concrete foundation. Concrete-block foundations are located under the enclosed addition 
that spans the length of the south elevation and the one-story addition on the northeast bay of the north elevation. 
The timber-frame upper level is clad with vertical wood boards. The foundation contains a variety of modern 
window types, including sliders, and metal-frame, multi-light windows. The bank entry is located in the north 
elevation. The doorway has sliding doors. Two ridged concrete silos with external metal reinforcement hoops are 
located near the northwest corner of the barn. 

A one-story, two-bay by one-bay milkhouse constructed of rusticated concrete-block is located directly east of the 
barn. The upper gable ends are clad with horizontal metal siding. The milkhouse has an intersecting gable roof 
sheathed with corrugated metal. 

A second one-story, rusticated concrete-block building that may also have been a milkhouse or a shed is located 
northwest of the barn. The building has a gable roof sheathed with metal. 

The chicken/brooder house is located north of the bank barn. The one-story wood-frame building is clad with 
horizontal wood siding. The front-facing gable roof is sheathed with metal siding. A shed-roof section spans the 
east elevation of the gable-roofed section. 

A modern one-story, metal sided equipment shed is located northwest of the barn. This building has a wood-frame 
lean-to on the north end. 

A modern shop building was located at some distance into the woods northwest of the machine shop. This building 
had a monitor roof vent. 

The property originally was part of the tract known as "Swan Meadow" in Cherry Creek glades that was purchased 
by General Benjamin F. Kelley in 1863. Kelley was a Union officer assigned to protect the B&O Railroad line. He 
purchased the property to rehabilitate broken-down Army horses. The horses were shipped to Oakland by the 
railroad, then allowed to rest on Kelley's farm, and returned for military service when healthy. The General 
Benjamin Kelley House is included the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties as G-V-A-143. 

In 1901, Simon J. Lichty (b. 1855-d. 1932), an Old Order Amish, purchased the 715-acre Kelley farm (Garrett 
County deeds). Simon J. Lichty was raised a Lutheran, but met and married in 1878 Sarah Beachy, the fourth child 
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of Daniel Beachy (b. 1820-d. 1897), a bishop in the Amish church centered in Aurora, WVA. After living in 
various locations, Simon Lichty and his family returned to the Gortner area in 1901. In 1906, Simon J. Lichty sold 
100 acres of Swan Meadow to his son Noah S. Lichty (b. 1883-d. 1960) (Garrett County deed EZT 52:331-332). 
At that time, Noah S. Lichty was unmarried. The property was depicted without buildings on it in 1900 (USGS 
1899, 1908). It is possible that the one-story shop was Noah Lichty's first house on the property. In 1912, Noah 
Lichty married Ada Bender (b. 1883-d. 1972). The family had eight children between 1913 and 1928 (Yoder 1995; 
Swartzentruber 1994). The genealogical information and the style of the house suggest a construction date of ca. 
1915. The current owner is a descendant of the Lichty family. 

The Noah S. Lichty farm is associated with broad patterns of agricultural history of the early and mid-twentieth 
century in southern Garrett County as practiced by the Mennonite and Amish community (Criterion A). The house 
and barn embody the distinctive characteristics of their types, periods, and methods of construction during the first 
decade of the twentieth century (Criterion C). The changes that have occurred to the buildings represent the 
evolution of building materials and agricultural needs adapted by the community to maintain the property in active 
agriculture. 
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The Noah S. Lichty Farm includes a dwelling, a shop, and a barn dating 
circa 1910-15. A machine shed and a brooder house are also included with 
the outbuildings but date from a later period. The house is a two story, 
gable-roofed, T-plan of balloon frame construction. Its basic configuration 
is a three bay by two bay block with a two bay by one bay wing. The shop, is 
one story, gable-roofed, balloon frame building on a concrete foundation. It 
is a small four bay by one bay building with two center doors on its main 
facade. The barn is situtated west of the house. It is a gable-roofed bank 
barn on a poured concrete foundation. Its framing system is constructed of 
machine sawn lumber joined together with wire nails. A concrete silo and a 
brick silo are set near the northwest corner, and a corncrib and a milkhouse 
are additions on the northeast corner. 
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The Noah S. Lichty Farm is located on the west side of Mason Road approximately 
1.7 miles south of U.S. Route 219. The farm buildings are clustered together 
near the road and include a dwelling, a shop, and a barn dating circa 1910-15. 
A machine shed and a brooder house are also included with the outbuildings but 
date from,' a later period. 

The house is a two story, gable-roofed, T-plan of balloon frame construction. 
Its basic configuration is a three bay by two bay block with a two bay by one bay 
wing. A shed-roofed porch supported by turned posts fills in the east side of 
the T. A similar porch shelters the eastern bay on the south elevation. The 
remainder of the south elevation, the west endwall and the north side of the three 
by two bay block is covered by a one story shed-roofed addition. The facade is 
located on the east elevation (the porch area that fills in the T) but may once 
have been located on the south elevation before the additions were made. This 
could not be determined, however, since the interior of the building was not 
accessible. 

The house rests on a foundation of poured concrete. Its windows are two 
over two sash with plain board surrounds. Aluminum siding covers the exterior 
walls, however, some of the original weatherboard is visible under the porches. 
The doors are four-panel, some having screen doors with spindles and fan 
brackets. 

The roof is covered with diamond-shaped asphalt shingles and has a box 
cornice. An exterior concrete block stove chimney is located on the west 
endwall and two stovepipes emerge from the interior. 

The shop, which is located southwest of the house, is one story, gable-roofed, 
balloon frame building on a concrete foundation. It is a small four bay by one 
bay building with two center doors on its main (north) facade. The stud frame 
is covered with diagonally laid board and weatherboard on the exterior. The 
framing is exposed on the two room interior and small boards are nailed between 
some of the studs for use as shelves. The windows are two over two sash and 
the doors are four-panel with white porcelain knobs. A shed-roofed porch shelters 
the two center doors on the facade. 

The barn is situated west of the house. It is a gable-roofed bank barn on 
a poured concrete foundation. Its framing system is constructed of machine sawn 
lumber joined together with wire nails. A concrete silo and a brick silo are 
set near the northwest corner, and a corncrib and a milkhouse are additions on 
the northeast corner. A shed addition covers the south elevation. The bank 
entrance is on the north side. 

The machine shed and brooder house are located northwest of the house. The 
machine shed consists of a shed-roofed building flanked by gable wings. The 
brooder house is a gable-roofed building flanked by shed wings. Both buildings 
are frame. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is an example of a common western Maryland type. 
Houses of this general configuration, a rectangular main block and rear 
kitchen wing, were constructed in Garrett County from the late nineteenth 
through the early twentieth centuries. 

Noah S. Lichty built this house c. 1915-16, and the barn c.1915, 
The shop, just SW of the house, was built before the house. 
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